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Charcoal Canister versus Liquid Scintillation
Why charcoal canisters are more appropriate for
Real Estate Radon Tests

Special points of interest:

e Same day results reports with

charcoal canister radon tests On occasion a radon tester will contact

* RTCA Training Schedule RTCA and ask to purchase liquid scintilla- N =
« Radon Reports by E-mail tion test kits for real estate radon tests. _ W A N
RTCA does manufacture and analyze lig- RADON
* RTCAwebsite to feature on-line uid scintillation tests, but RTCA does not
shopping offer this type of test for real estate trans-
o January is Radon Action Month actions. RTCA recommends the charcoal

canister test for real estate testing for one
main reason — charcoal canisters

can be processed the day they are RTCA Charcoal Canister
received at the laboratory and the used for real estate radon test
results reports can be emailed the

same day by close of business. laboratory for processing, a scintillation
RTCA is not able to provide results the “cocktail” needs to be injected into the
same day with the liquid scintillation vials, vials and they must sit over-night before
because when the vials are returned to the  the samples can be analyzed.
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Januaryis Radon Action Month 4 cept the package and it may be returned to ~ age at your home or office for pick-up by

you instead of being delivered to RTCA. ~ Your local postal carrier.
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Nancy Bredhoff

RTCA recommends
that all radon
service providers get
certified nationally
even if the state yon
operate in does not
have a regulatory
radon program

RADON NEWS

Nancy Bredhoff Speaker at National Radon Conference

Nancy Bredhoff was invited to speak at the
17th National Radon Conference held in
Jacksonville, FL and sponsored by the Con-
ference of Radiation Control Program Direc-
tors, Inc. (CRCPD). The target audience was
EPA, state, tribal and local radon officials.
The presentation entitled Using the Profi-
ciency Program for Consumer Protection ex-
plained the role of the National Radon
Safety Board (NRSB) proficiency program in
ensuring radon professionals are providing
quality measurement and mitigation ser-
vices to the consumer and that these ser-
vices are being conducted according to es-
tablished protocols recognized by EPA.

The NRSB operates by a Code of Ethics and
requires all individuals applying for certifica-
tion to sign the Code of Ethics. Ms. Bredhoff
explained the process by which a consumer,
state or practitioner can file a complaint if it
is suspected that the certified professional
has violated standards of practice. Ms.
Bredhoff reviewed the information to be sup-
plied when filing a complaint and the proc-
ess by which the NRSB reviews and resolves
complaints.

Ms. Bredhoff is President of RTCA—Radon Testing
Corporation of America, Inc. and volunteers her
time to serve as President of the National Radon
Safety Board (NRSB)

Do I need to get certified to conduct radon testing/mitigation?

The following is a list of states that have a
certification or registration program:

California Nebraska
Delaware New Jersey
Florida New Mexico
[llinois New York
Indiana Ohio
lowa Pennsylvania
Maine Rhode Island
West Virginia

If you provide radon services in any of these
states, you are responsible for complying
with the state’s certification or registration
program. Some states require participation
in a national certification program such as
the National Radon Safety Board (NRSB).

For information about the NRSB National
Radon Proficiency Program contact

National Radon Safety Board (NRSB)
866-329-3474
www.NRSB.org

RTCA Radon Measurement Training Schedule

For a decade, RTCA has been offering the
Radon Measurement Operators Course.

This two-day course prepares you to take the
NRSB, NEHA or State Certification Exam and
covers a wide variety of topics, including:
Radiation Physics, Health Risks, Radon
Sources and Behavior, Measurement Proto-
cols, Methods, Techniques and Devices, Ra-
don in Water, QA/QC, Interpretation of Re-
sults and Mitigation overview.

2008 Course Schedule
February 89 (Cromwell, CT)
March 4- 5 (Elmsford, NY)
June 3—4 (Elmsford, NY)

RTCA’s Radon Course is also approved for
16 CE credits by NRSB, NAHI, CT Home In-
spectors and for 2 MRCs by ASHI.
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Andreas George Keynote Speaker at International Symposium

Andreas (Andy) George was invited as a key-
note speaker to the 8th International Sympo-
sium on the Natural Radiation Environment
(NRE VIII) which was held in Buzios, Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil. Andy’s paper entitled, “World
History of Radon Research and Measure-
ment from the Early 1900 to Today” summa-
rizes the major scientific discoveries and
studies about radon. Who better than Andy
to give a historical perspective about radon,
its health risks and methods of detection.
Andy is a living legend with his 34 years of
service for the US Atomic Energy Commis-
sion and the Department of Energy Environ-
mental Measurements Laboratory. At the

NRE VIII Symposium were participants from
more than 30 countries. About 75% of the
200 oral and poster presentations were on
radon. Andy’s presentation dealt
with instruments and methods
used in research and in the evolu-
tion of field measurements from
1900—2007. The full paper will be
published in the proceedings of
NRE VIII Symposium next year.

Andy George teaches RTCA’s Radon
Measurement Operators Course and is
RTCA'’s Director of Analytical Operations

Radon Results Reports by E-Mail

RTCA continues to receive rave reviews
about our sending results reports by e-mail.
We are so pleased that the e-mail has been
embraced by a majority of our clients.
Customer satisfaction is so important in all
business relationships.

Sending RTCA laboratory results by e-mail
enables you in turn to present your client
with the radon results report in an expedi-
tious manner —which is so crucial in the
time-is-of-the-essence real estate transac-

tion when every hour counts. We are told by
some clients that they are getting compli-
mented by all parties involved in the real
estate transaction for their ability to report
information in a timely manner. If you are
not receiving results by e-mail but would like
to subscribe to this service, please contact
RTCA at:

800-457-2366
rtca97@att.net

RTCA redesigning Website

RTCA is working with web design professionals

to redesign our website.

One of the major changes to the website will
be an on-line shopping cart. Once you estab-
lish a shopping account, you will be able to
order product from RTCA 24/7. And to make
it really easy and to save time, there will be a

feature to “REPEAT MY LAST ORDER”. Judging
from the habits of our current clientele, we are

confident this feature will be used often.

Another current website feature that will
be displayed more prominently is “Find A
Professional Tester”. This application
allows consumers to search for radon
professionals in their area by city, state

or zip code and to request search based
on mileage. If you are not currently listed
and would like to be included in Find a
Professional section, please contact RTCA
administrative office.
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Andreas (Andy) George

Radon Results
Reports by E-mail
Speeds delivery of
information to you

and your client
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Radon Action Month - January 2008

January is designated as Radon Action Month

Radon Action Month provides an opportunity to increase
consumer awareness about radon and its health risks. The
US EPA has developed a public service campaign and mar-
keting tools designed to encourage all Americans to learn
about the health risk posed by radon, test for it, and when
appropriate take steps to reduce exposure by installing a
radon mitigation system.

What does this mean for the radon professional?

Radon Action Month provides an opportunity for you to
market your services and take advantage of the media out-
reach (print, radio and television) public service campaign.
The Public Service media campaign for radon features the
U.S. Surgeon General's warning that radon causes lung
cancer and that you should test your home. These TV, radio
and print PSA materials are available in English and Span-
ish.

Outreach Activities

Initiating radon awareness events and activities in your
community, in conjunction with the government PSA cam-
paign will foster the national campaign to spread the mes-
sage that reduced radon exposure saves lives.

Suggestions for Outreach Activities
e Conduct a radon test demonstration for community
group

e Organize community education class on radon and its
health risks

e Spread the word about the health risks from radon to
friends and neighbors

e Contact your state radon office to learn if there are
organized activities in your area




